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Government and Heritage Library   

• North Caroliniana 
• State and Federal  
• Government information 
• Genealogical research 
• Southern history 
• Demographic and statistical 

information 



Census Records Nation’s Progress 

•Conducted every 10 years 
•Data used to reapportion 
congressional seats to states and 
affect distribution of federal 
funding  

 

April 27, 1940 Issue of The 
Saturday Evening Post, Norman 
Rockwell. 

 

 

 



 
An automatic electric card 
punch machine, 1910.  
 

1890 - Adapted Herman 
Hollerith’s punch card and 
electronic tabulation 
technology. 
 
1950-UNIVAC I, the first 
modern computer installed 
by civilian government  
agency. 

Technological Advances 





1940 Population Census  

•Will be released April 2, 2012 
o 72 year rule  

•Available electronically 
 

The 1940 Census – Introduction, National Archives. 

http://youtu.be/cImIlPSuyR8


 



1940 Census Records 



1940 Census  

•First “modern census” 
•Statistical 
techniques/probability  
sampling 
•Sampling allowed for 
supplemental questions of 5% 
of population   
 

Charlotte Observer, March 28, 1940. 



What can we learn? 
•How the Great Depression 
affected one’s family 

• Employment Status  
• Income 
• Migration 

•Key Data on 1940 Census 
• Residence/Migration 
• Education 
• Occupation, Employment 

and Income 
• Immigration/Ethnicity  

 
  

News and Observer, April 1, 1940. 



The Usual Questions  
•Address, how many in household? 
•Own or Rent? 
•Value of Home or Monthly Rent? 
•Residence on a Farm?  
•Name, Relationship to Head of 
Household, Gender, etc… 
•School?  
•Place of Birth, Citizenship? 
•Present Occupation and Industry  

 

  Census Taker at race track, Pinehurst, NC, 1940. Tufts 
Archives, Given Memorial Library.   



New to 1940  
•Where did you live April 1, 
1935? 
•Foreign born?  
•Extensive employment 
information  
•Education  
   

 

  

News and Observer, April 1, 1940.   



Supplementary Questions  
•Asked most frequently of people 
falling on lines 14 and 29 
•Supplementary questions included 

•Parents’ place of birth 
•Mother tongue 
•Veterans status 
•Social Security information 
•Usual occupation and industry 
•Age at first marriage 
•Number of children ever born 
 

  Charlotte Observer, March 22, 1940.   



1940 Enumeration  
• Census Day was April 1, 1940  
• 123,069 enumerators took 

the Census 
• Total Cost (in nominal 

dollars) $67.5 million  
• Total Cost (in 2010 dollars) 

$1.05 billion  
• All people were asked 34 

questions  
• US Resident Population: 

132.2 million 
o NC Population: 3.5 

million  

 

News and Observer, March 30, 1940  



 



1940 Census Effects and Facts  

•US population = 132,164,569 
•NC population =  3,571,623 

• 1,798,633 females 
• 1,772,990 males 

•NC, gained 1 rep 
•5 most populated counties: 

• Guilford, Mecklenburg, Forsyth, Wake & 
Buncombe 

• Camden, Tyrrell, Dare, Clay and Graham  

•820,888 total dwelling units in NC  
• 569,857 no shower or bath  
• 316,506  running water inside  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

News and Observer, April 1, 1940.   

    

  

  





What can you do to prepare?  
•Make a list of all the people you want 
to look for in the 1940 Census  
•Collect address for them: 

o  from city directories  
o 1930 Census if they didn’t move 
o World War II Draft Records 
o Naturalization Petitions or 

Declarations of Intent filed close 
to 1940  
 

•Identify the enumeration district (ED) 
in which each address was located 

 

  
Charlotte Observer, April 7, 1940.   



Finding Enumeration Districts: Census Maps   

• Search the 1940 Census Maps for Enumeration 
District Numbers 

• Go to the Online Public Access search (OPA): 
http://www.archives.gov/research/search  

• Enter 1940 Census maps + the county + the state:  
o 1940 Census maps + Wake + North Carolina 
o Narrow search: 1940 Census maps Wake Raleigh 

North Carolina  

 
 

 

 

http://www.archives.gov/research/search




• Wake, Raleigh, NC  
ED NC 92-35 through ED NC 92-
66 - 1 

ED 92-45 – first number is county and 
second number the number of the 
enumeration district  



Finding Enumeration Districts: ED Descriptions  

• Search the 1940 Census Enumeration District Descriptions 
• Go to http://www.archives.gov/research/search  
• 1940 Census enumeration district descriptions + the county + 

the state:  
• Also available on microfilm at the GHL  
 

 

http://www.archives.gov/research/search


Finding Enumeration Districts: http://stevemorse.org/census  

 

• 1940 Tutorial 
  
• ED Finder utility 
 
• 1930/1940 ED Converter 
 
• ED Description for 1940   

 

http://stevemorse.org/census


http://www.1940census.archives.gov/  

http://www.1940census.archives.gov/


Resources at the GHL  

• North Carolina newspapers  
o North Carolina Newspaper Locator: 

http://cinch.nclive.org/newspaper  

• Online catalog: 
http://catalog.ncdcr.gov 

http://cinch.nclive.org/newspaper
http://catalog.ncdcr.gov/


City Directories   
•Across the state 
including: 

oAsheville 

oCharlotte 

oDurham 

oGreensboro 

oNew Bern 

oRaleigh  

 

 

•On microfilm 

•digitalnc.org 



digital.ncdcr.gov   

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/


familyrecords.ncdcr.gov   

http://familyrecords.ncdcr.gov/


Newspaper Archive  

http://access.newspaperarchive.com.proxy171.nclive.org/


1940 Census Related Resources 

Government and Heritage Library’s blog posts about the Census 
http://statelibrarync.org/news/tag/1940-census/  
 
Census Descriptions of Geographic Subdivisions and Enumeration Districts, 1830-1950.  
1940 Census is available on microfilm in the Genealogical Services Research Room at the 
Government and Heritage Library. 
 
Census Bureau’s Interactive 1940 Census Web Page http://www.census.gov/1940census/  
 
1940 Census Frequently Asked Questions Answered by the National Archives 
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/faqs.html  
 
NARAtions, the National Archives’ blog posts about the Census 
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163  

http://statelibrarync.org/news/tag/1940-census/
http://statelibrarync.org/news/tag/1940-census/
http://statelibrarync.org/news/tag/1940-census/
http://www.census.gov/1940census/
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/faqs.html
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163


Open House  

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

Government and History Research Room 

NC Department of Cultural Resources Building, 
109 E. Jones St., Raleigh, NC 

    
 



Government and History Library  
Genealogy Fair 

Saturday, August 11, 2012, 10:00am – 2:00pm 

NC Department of Cultural Resources Building, 
109 E. Jones St., Raleigh, NC 

    
 



Stay Connected:  
 

•http://www.facebook.com/ncghl 

 

• http:www.//twitter.com/ncpedia  

 

•http://www.ghlblog.org  

  

 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/ncghl
http://twitter.com/ncpedia
http://www.ghlblog.org/


Contact: Government and Heritage Library  
   

  

 

 
 

Government and History Research Room: 

(919)807.7450 

Genealogical Services Research Room: 

(919)807.7460  

Email inquiries: slnc.reference@ncdcr.gov 

mailto:slnc.reference@ncdcr.gov
mailto:slnc.reference@ncdcr.gov

